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_ JoinIn... . Big news for 2026
“America 250" Celebration

e e e e et e Lo ofecier - For the past two years the Madeira Historical
e o s e oy A& oo, SOCiety has asked Madeira businesses to donate
e to a raffle that was becoming our biggest
P e e s wemen s fundraiser. Without the generosity of local
business owners there would not have been a
raffle. We knew that many of Madeira business
owners had a tough 2025, beginning with the

made flags a;e cnstructcd from sturdy nylon giving you years
Miami Avenue construction project, cold

of use. The white flag poles swivel guaranteeing that your flag
will always fly correctly. As a bonus, the society is having a
commentative banner created that can be attached to your flag
pole flying with your flag reminding you forever of the “America
250” Celebration.

Thank You for helping the Madeira Historical Society show that our city is very patriotic.

VotrNETe temperatures, and most recently a foot of snow.
Your Email &Telephone Number S There were other reasons to ditch the raffle in

[ FeiNEach~ Amesioan Flag S Kylan Guidony Fio 2026, the year 2026 begins the celebration of

g ZZZZ :z: :m\;:; ae zioz,b::; :::: SR s “America 250”7, America is 250 years old, and a

] s10.00 Each-  White Flag Pole Bracket with hardware good reason to encourage patriotism. Our project
Make your check payable to the “Madeira Historical Society” and mail to 7226 Miami Ave has been pub||C|Zed on va rious Facebook S|tes |n

Madeira, Ohio 45243 or drop off your envelope, order form and check in the mailbox at 7226

Miami Ave. You will be notified when you can pick up your order at the Miller House Museum. Made|ra and |S belng Supported by Madeira
Thank You, Madeira Historical Society, 513-561-9069 Leave us a message (madeirahs.org) bUSInesseS promOtlng our Sale Of ﬂags‘ Our goal
includes having flags flying throughout Madeira.

Officers and Board Members Chosen
Madeira Singers Entertain

Madeira Historical Society membership chose society
members to serve on the board beginning in 2026.
Those that were elected serve for two years in their
board positions and in addition to board positions
have other responsibilities such as committee
chairmanships, Museum Director, Archivist, Librarian,
Grounds Chairman and other responsibilities. The
board closely follows the Society Constitution, which ;
was first written in 1972 after the society was founded. Those serving are as follows: Doug Oppenheimer
President, Lisa Violand Board Member, Mike Widmeyer Treasurer, Jana Widmeyer Communications Secretary,
Robin LeFevre Recording Secretary, Greg Johnson Board Member, Les LeFevre Board Member, Carol Heck Vice
President, Tom Frietch Board Member, Matt Brockhage Board Member, Bob Bartlett Board Member, Missing
from Photo Kathy Laumann Board Member.

Children from the Madeira School District
provided entertainment at our Christmas Dinner
held at the Kenwood Country Club this past
December. The Madeira fourth grade students
are accompanied by parents who were allowed
to stay and watch their children perform.

The Madeira Kroger store provided beautiful
poinsettia plants at the dinner along with the
usual Christmas decorations provided by the
Kenwood Country Club. Every two years the
society presents the Florence V. Hoffmann
award to someone for service to the society /
community, and the current winner was Mike
Widmeyer. Mike is our treasurer who participated in every society event including chalrman of last year’s
fourth of July parade entry.




Madeira Public Library Display Case

Several times during the year the Madeira Historical Society
is asked by the library to provide a display at the library. The
society archivist, Carol Heck, has designed all of our
presentations for the last several years. The current display
theme is “A Look Back at Madeira Businesses”. A successful
display requires many hours of Carol’s time researching and
planning. The time spent by Carol is appreciated by the
society and the library.

We hope you are enjoying your
2026 “Limited Edition”

Madeira Pictorial Calendar
_ Please note a correction on the date of our City-Wide Yard Sale which the
| city changed to Saturday, April 25 and not on May 16. In addition, in
November, the Miller girl in the picture is Dottie and not Ruth, my
| apologies. If you want to order any of these 2026 calendars containing 28
; 4 .i;goages of historic photos with informative captions, send your information
«. below. Cost $15 if you pick it up from us at 7226 Miami Ave. Madeira, OH
45243 (be sure to call to see when someone will be there) Or, Cost $19 if you
want it mailed directly to you at your home.
Venmo @Carol-Heck-23. Or make checks payable to: Madeira Historical
Society, and mail to: 7226 Miami Ave. Madeira, OH 45243 Please include your
information. Call 513-561-9069 or email madeirahistoricalsociety@gmail.com

The Miller House Museum

The Miller House is best known as a museum
but the 1922 Sears & Roebuck House actually
has three functions. First, as it is best known,
the Miller House is a museum housing displays
from 1948 back to the 1800’s. The year 1948
was chosen because the Miller family relocated
from Silverton to Madeira in 1948 when they
purchased their Madeira home known today as
“The Miller House”. The museum opened to the
public in 2004 with only a handful of not very
impressive displays. Since that time the museum
under the guidance of several different museum
directors has flourished and grown. Our
museum has been written about in several local
publications during the past 20 years, a tribute
to the Madeira Historical Society. Phote shows
Museum Director Lisa Vieland at left and
Wchivist | Librarian Carol Feck at ight.

The Hoffmann Library

' ! The second function housed inside the Miller House is our

—_ library; named “The Hoffmann Library” after Nelson and
Florence Hoffmann. Nelson and Florence were members of the
society and upon their deaths left a substantial sum of money
that still provides nearly half of our annual budget. Nelson and
Florence also donated their vast collection of books written
about Northern Kentucky and Greater Cincinnati, businesses,
and other entities.
The Hoffmann library consists of an assortment of publications
including Madeira High School yearbooks, Madeira Directories,
Madeira Church histories, Scrap books, Photo Albums, and




hundreds of books. Visitors can use our library for
research of families, places of worship, businesses or just
for pleasure.

Our Archives

The third function of the Madeira Historical Society
provided at the Miller House is the collection, organizing,
preservation and archiving of Madeira history. Fortunately
the society has been collecting and accepting the donation
of Madeira historical documents, and an array of other
things of historical significance since the first day of our
founding in 1972. The history of Madeira is displayed in
various areas of the Miller House, but primarily in one
room that serves as the office and as the archives. This function beginning in 1972 is never ending and may be
the most important function performed by members of the society, preserving the history of Madeira so that
future generations can look back in time and learn about Madeira history.

Introducing a new book author, Raymond “Mike” Boettcher

Last July, Raymond “Mike” Boettcher, while living in Georgia, completed his

MADEIRA CHURCH of CHRIST ook on the history of The Church of Christ in Madeira on Galbraith Road. The
book is entitled “Madeira Church of Christ — A Personal Remembrance of the

Church People | Grew Up Knowing”. Mike was a member of The Church of
Christ and wanted to put together all his memories into a book for everyone to
enjoy. He has included stories, members, leaders, and history from its early
conception to the sale to The Connections Christian Church. The Madeira
Historical Society helped Ray with his research and are now the proud owners
of his new book. You can call 513-561-9069 or email the society
madeirahistoricalsociety@gmail.com to make arrangements to review the
book for yourself. We also have the research material that Mike used, adding
more directories and pictures to our archives.

Winter at the Miller House

The Miller House has been closed to the public during January thru March but work that is needed maintaining
the interior of the Miller House is scheduled in the winter. Additional work in the library and archiving work
never stops. For the past five years some board members have worked at the Miller House every Monday and
Friday attending to Madeira Historical Society business. An example of work that has been done this winter is
the replacement of a basement toilet and painting of the toilet room used mainly for outdoor workers.

We hope by now that you are aware of our new OPEN House schedule. We will no longer be open on Sundays
unless an appointment of 2 or more visitors is scheduled in advance.

Our Saturday Open House
dates are; April 4, June 6,
August 1, September 5, and
. December 5.



mailto:madeirahistoricalsociety@gmail.com

In Memeny

Janet Lillian Smith (nee Doewr)
B Januawy 13, 1941 - January 21, 2026

Jan was a lifelong resident of Madeira
| 1959. She was a devoted maother,
. gruandmeother, and friend. She was a long-
Saciety beginning as a membier, a board
o membexr, and later sewed twe years as
pmwlent ]anwaoanac&uememﬁe%andm@a&uaw&emm&mdwtﬁepmmtﬁatgattﬁe
saciety started with the annual fundraising yard sale. Jan is shown in this phate standing
alongside saciety member Du. Les LeFeure.

Madeira Historical Society Calendar of Events - Thru May 2026

March 14, 2026 Miller House Yard Cleanup 10 AM -2 PM - all invited

March 21, 2026 _Society Membership Meeting — Miller House — 12 Noon

March 29, 2026 Easter Egg Hunt - Miller House Grounds 1 PM - Ages 1-7 Yrs. Old

April 4, 2026 Miller House Museum — Open House 1PM — 4PM

April 25, 2026 Yard Sale — At Miller House -9 AM -4 PM

May 2, 2026 Madeira Bicentennial Quilts and Quilt Making Program — 1PM- Madeira
Branch Library

May 3, 2026 Madeira Art Fair—10 AM -5 PM on Laurel Ave.

May 3, 2026 Ferrari’s Dinner —4 PM - 9 PM — Fundraiser at Ferrari’s

May 25, 2026 Memorial Day Silent March — 10 AM - Begins at St. Gertrude Church

June 14,2026  Flag Day — Display of American Flags — Homes and Businesses

~ Please support the Karl Mattes Roofing &
~ Chimney Company, a third-generation
Madeira Business providing outstanding
services in Madeira and throughout
Greater Cincinnati. Karl Mattes has taken
care of the Miller House roof, chimney and
gutters for two decades.




